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Know Your Stuff: Arts and Crafts originals retain value collectibles, and we | discuss them nere. Send to curios@conniesueinc.com
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There are some "character marks." The right drénaadle is B Jennessce Government; State law takes aim at [0 theft
damaged. It does have some scratches. The bottonmeaddf the
drawers is damaged. It isn't visible and it funcsidine. TQM
careerbuilder
ROVERTLSEMENT The drawers and drawer eperience required
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opening are numbered. | tool

Baptist Hospital picture, but it isn't visible. It is Anmpyjobsw ,
P a number imprinted onto the

We're here for life. wood.— Tim

- _ Dear Tim: You've sent great
Visit our Health Experts Online Forum
Fridays at Noon on MusicCityMoms.com pictures tO examine fOf the

many factors that determine

value of a piece of furniture.
This appears to be a circa 1910 library table nadee Arts and
Crafts style that includes furniture often desaiilas Mission or
Stickley. Quarter-sawn oak like your library taklas the favored
wood of the period, and the massive but simple ledlrther
softened by stylized copper and brass pulls.

As you described, | can see the damage and refjpdiawers, and
this will likely lower the value considerably. Thatina issues you
mention are minimal and could be restored. Havinggdriginal
finish with a few dents and scratches is preferabke "refinished"
piece. If the table is stable without any looseat®i | would offer i
at $2,000.

Many furniture collectors and decorators today @ersthe Arts
and Crafts styles to be a breath of fresh air. Thajntain the clean
lines and adherence to basic workmanship is deoarahough an
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guite soothing to the eye. Louis Sullivan, the Hh century
architect of Chicago's tall steel skyscrapers,motwords the need
to allow a building's purpose to dictate its desidare is his
original statement regarding what is now knownfaani follows
function."

"It is the pervading law of all things organic andrganic,
Of all things physical and metaphysical,

Of all things human and all things super-human,

Of all true manifestations of the head,

Of the heart, of the soul,

That the life is recognizable in its expression,

That form ever follows function. This is the law."

This philosophy oozed into furniture styles as Autsl Crafts
designers turned their back on unnecessary deaoratid to
celebrate the clean architectural forms of the 2@titury. Two
Englishmen, William Morris and Charles Locke Edstla
introduced the need for restraint in decoratiorihaih emphasis on
medieval forms in furniture.

Frank Lloyd Wright took up the cause for propemian
architecture and interior design in U.S. citiesstau Stickley and
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his brothers, Charles, Albert, John George and dkeped the wa
in designing furniture like your library table. Mad and perfect
Gustav Stickley furniture sells in the tens of thands. Pieces by
other producers of the period including Lifetiménbert and
Onondaga furniture sells from a few hundred to 7,0

This style is still being made with great pride sadly, very poorly.
Prices for these reproductions should reflect tharticular quality
at estate sales and antique malls.

Dear Connie:We saw the articles in the Williamson A.M.
concerning old telephones and just wanted to latkyww that we
have been dealing with old phones for over 30 ya&rssell, re-
wire and restore them. Our number is 790-1220.Waed wall
phone you recently pictured is a Western Electrocleh 317. It ha:
been modified for use in a railroad yard — heneehtbadset and
the wood piece across the top where the bells Wenas used onl
for outgoing calls in the 1920s and 38s.Sincerely, Laurel Aita,
Franklin
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