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Know Your Stuff: Comfort has come long way since days of
bustle bench

By CONNIE SUE DAVENPORT
For Williamson A.M.

Dear Connie Sue,
| have a Civil War-era bustle bench in my shedwandld like an opinion on it.

AOUERT TSEMENT My ex-landlady bought it in the early '9
for $325. The veneer is beginning to

VIS -ABINET G separate from the front, right under the
DA ¥ 10 WVALLIAINA A h:U_ seat, but near as | can tell, it is the oric anilar go &

Bustle benches were commonly seen in well-appointed Victorian homes.

o~ S q LE : upholstery. e P e e chatin, resdingor
- L] | need some advice on whether | should
# i 1 ) . )
Tax Holiday! sell it as is or have it restored before

We Pay the Sales Tax! _ .
12-Months Sarne as Casthl selling. | do not have room in my house

615 2 71m for it and | know there must be someone
" 1 1 out there who would love to have this
505 Crutcher St., _
Mashyille 37213 piece.
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— Austin Majors
Dear Austin,

A bustle bench was designed so that ladies weértigpus, hoop skirts with bustles co
sit more comfortably. The wide seat and low badkrefd space to fluff one's skirt witho
causing it to fly up in the front.

In a well-appointed Victorian home, guests wouldjbeeted in the entry hall, and then
seated in the reception room or front parlor. Tea served in the front parlor and
accompanied by lively conversation.

After dinner, ladies returned to the front parldrile the gentlemen went to the library to
smoke and drink.

Truth be told, ladies smoked and drank as well. ihdathey were more particular about
crystal and ashtray styles and wanted to distaremgelves from the manly after-dinner

enlarge &

manners. This old oak wall phone could be worth $200 to the right collector.
(SUBMITTED)

| think your bustle bench is a post Civil War piglileely circa 1875. It SHOWS EVIHENCE Of it ce m e aicrre tham hare: et oo o o
. . . . .. . . or by mail in care of Williamson A.M.
the early mass-produced Victorian pieces with semiptised lines on the back and arms
. . - Related news from the Web
and simply turned legs. This is not the origindhoigtery. It may have been reupholsteradiest headlines by topic:

as late as the mid-20th century. - o

B House

During Victorian times, visitors and conversatioareya popular diversion. Small pieces Powered by Topix.net
of furniture like this were arranged in variousreens of a room to make chitchat more TODAY'S BUSINESS STORIES:

B Business News: Local economy isn't bulletproof 1 Comment

pleasant. Furniture in the lady's front parlor \abs® arranged around a window for B Business News: T.). Maxx owner could pay $40M in data breach

Post Comment
needlework projects and reading. The warmth oktirewas a consideration in room 5, 2! estate: Three south Nashville neighborhoods buck trend
B Business News: Coal stockpiler to pay $25M to settle TVA suit
arrangement for all seasons. Post Comment
B Business News: Ad targeting grows as sites amass data on Web
. . . . . . . fing habits Post C t
| guess comfort is a relative term. This bench wawt invite me to sit a spell. Coiled &' usic industry news: Feds search offices of nursing home run by
Category 5 Records owner Post Comment

springs weren't added to furniture seats untilrdf830. Victorians never experienced an
overstuffed recliner or swivel rocker.
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1 Comment

Bustle benches sell from $385 to $500 in restocedlition. You implied that the bustle
bench was a "thrown" for buying the property. | would do nothing asell it for anything
over $295.

Connieg,

| am attaching a photo of an old telephone thahaxee. Below are the numbers that are
inside the telephone when you open it up.

At the top: 317 — BU

Left side: Rec

Right side: Cond L2 GND-LI

Is there anything you can tell us about it?

— Nelda and James Johnson

Dear Nelda and James,

Most oak wall phones are in the $200 value range.

Although there still are a few collectors, the eréa have an oak wall phone in our cou
kitchen has passed. This may reflect the aging lptipa of fans of the early TV shows
Lassie andThe Real McCoys.

Although | was unable to locate any details abbeattumbers inside, they may be
wiring/installation instructions.

There may be other readers who can help. | alwasome input from informed
collectors.

Tennessean.com and its related sites are pleased to be able to offer its users the opportunity to make comments and hold conversations
online. However, the interactive nature of the Internet makes it impracticable for our staff to monitor each and every posting. Since
Tennessean.com does not control user submitted statements, we cannot promise that readers will not occasionally find offensive or
inaccurate comments posted on our Web site. In addition, we remind anyone interested in making an online comment that responsibility for
statements posted lies with the person submitting the comment, not Tennessean.com or its related sites.

All comments posted should comply with the Tennessean.com's terms of service
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