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Know Your Stuff: Yesterday's junk is today's

shabby chic

By CONNIE SUE DAVENPORT
For Williamson A.M.

Hey Connie Sue,

| have always been interested in antiques. Twen80g/ears ago, my girlfriend and I ut
to go into antique stores and muse about how itaMladd junk and when were folks
going to realize this? But we kept collecting iyamy! | am sending you photos of my
McCoy pieces; can you give me some information aboem?
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collection. These three pieces might sell for ntbes $20 each in a nice shop. I'm sure

you paid closer to the $5 range.

The marks on your pieces were used by the Nelsabdyi€o. from 1940 to 1960.

enlarge &
These pottery pieces were prob:z

1960 by the Nelson McCoy Co. in
PHOTOS)

M ar sha Rusk
Hendersonville

Dear Marsha,

Yes, 30 years ago these vases weren't
worth the space they occupied in a shoy
But, today, | often take a flashlight to the
basement corners of estates to locate t
neglected pottery worth far more than t
silver plate pieces carefully stored

upstairs. Although pottery pieces like
these have increased in value, they are
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"Shakespeare" Ansonia clocks w

still plentiful enough to allow the new wave of sbg-chic buyers to build an affordable 922 24 are worth about $1,00

Contact Connie Sue Davenport
your antiques and collectibles, ¢
Send to conniesue@conniesueir
Williamson A.M.

Related news from the Web
Latest headlines by topic:

Various companies used a McCoy mark beginning B918ut pieces as modern as the = History in the News
"smiley face" were a McCoy product as well. Thehaigt values for McCoy are for the

http://[tennessean.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article? AID&72B18/COUNTY09010301/705180340/1169/C...
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larger porch planters on pedestals, and their pyottall pockets. | have lately seen large

TODAY'S COUNTY NEWS S’
m Williamson News: By MITC

collections of 1970s and '80s cookie jars selfdoiess than the owners hoped. Cookie WALTERS Staff Writers: Wot

jars are cumbersome to store and fattening toviidlet planters, though, can bring mc
than $30 each!

McCoy made mostly utilitarian pieces such as faodagje jars and some commercial
wares until 1930, when they began producing ares/and figural pieces. They were in
Roseville, Ohio, where there was plenty of clay argerienced potters. In fact, McCoy
Pottery also brokered clay to other factories sdhea while producing wares.

Mrs. Davenport,
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We have an Ansonia clock found in our uncle's hait® he passed away. On the back it TODAY'S TOP STORIES:

reads: "Ansonia Clock Co June 14, 81 N.Y. U.S.AeRi&d June 13, 1881." The clock
works and is in very good condition. It is very imgand made of some type of metal.
From research | have tried to do online, the statuad possibly be of William
Shakespeare. Can you help me find any informatioow clock and/or the value of it?
Thank you for any information you are able to pdavi

Karen
Brentwood

Dear Karen,
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The Ansonia Clock Co. was started by Anson C. Phield851. Phelps already owned a

brass company that supplied the many clock companithe Naugatuck River Valley.

Cast brass had long been used for clock partswBen rolled brass was introduced, the

clock pieces could be quickly die-cut to increasmdpction. The clock company
flourished, burned, rebuilt, flourished again amally floundered fatally before World

War Il. The machinery from the plant was sold teaaed companies in Russia. The name
"Ansonia" was purchased by a group in Lynnwood, WWaand may appear on products

today. Through the years, Ansonia Clock Co. traedotl with the tide, so to speak, by
offering high-end clocks and more affordable mod€éur clock was pricey for its time.
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Your "Shakespeare" clock was made between 1878 82@. The same cast brass figure,

complete with quill pen, is used on various bakas.a figural shelf clock and might sell
from $950 to $1,300. Figures representing classigdihg were produced for the middle

class and expressed or implied that the owners adureated.

Surprisingly, I have never met a woman who ha®ekctollection (more than 10) or

repairs clocks. Men usually collect one style aickls, such as mantel, walnut, Ansonia,

German, weighted, tatlase, etc. You are fortunate to have a family cloakood working
condition. It is both functional and sturdy and reala great focal point for a home.

Tennessean.com and its related sites are pleased to be able to offer its users the opportunity to make
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comments and hold conversations online. However, the interactive nature of the Internet makes it
impracticable for our staff to monitor each and every posting. Since Tennessean.com does not control user
submitted statements, we cannot promise that readers will not occasionally find offensive or inaccurate
comments posted on our Web site. In addition, we remind anyone interested in making an online comment that
responsibility for statements posted lies with the person submitting the comment, not Tennessean.com or its
related sites.

All comments posted should comply with the Tennessean.com's terms of service

CK:)STGH\' CHAT: <~ Post a Comment

This article does not have any comments associated with it
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